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In March of 2023, I was informed that I was the subject of an internal investigation under a
municipal policy that restricts public safety officers from engaging in commentary critical of
their department. I was told that the scope of the investigation related to comments I was alleged to
have made critical of Chief Kitchen’s racial quotas; when the internal affairs team interviewed me, I
was open with them that I believe SFD employs race as a factor in promotions.

On June 26, 2023, I was notified that the claims against me were not substantiated, but I was
ordered to participate in the city’s employee assistance program (“EAP”) on the grounds that I
“was showing signs of workplace stress.” I have learned that Chief Kitchen made multiple attempts
to inquire about the status of my EAP counseling during July 2023.

On August 1, 2023, Chief Kitchen convened a forum of all 11 Battalion Chiefs and the special
operations heads to discuss departmental issues. During the session, I voiced my concern that
there was a systematic pattern of dissenting viewpoints being punished. Chief Kitchen became
visibly agitated, and told me in front of the entire group that he would not tolerate a “personal attack”
on his leadership. On August 4, Chief Kitchen requested my resignation, and when I refused, he told
me that I was being terminated for “insubordination”. For the next several months, I pursued an
appeal through the city’s administrative process, and was placed on paid administrative leave while my
appeal was considered.

On October 6, City Manager Joseph Melder, who is the final decision-maker regarding the appeal
of termination decisions, held a hearing in his office but did not announce a decision. During the months
of October and November 2023, my long pending federal case started to become active again. The court
appointed a lawyer to represent me, and a hearing on pending motions was held. I made the decision in
late November, however, that I did not want to pursue my case given my current situation with the
city and my focus on getting my job back. The Court issued a formal order dismissing my case on
November 28.

On the very next day, November 29, the City Assistant Human Resources Director told me a
decision had been made regarding my future and that my options were to resign or take a demotion to
the rank of captain, which would result in a pay cut of $11,215.22. I refused to resign and was
demoted effective last December 3. Under Savannah’s municipal ordinances, I had no right to
administratively appeal a demotion. I believe that this is the first time a Battalion Chief has been
demoted, but I know of other instances of Battalion Chiefs violating departmental policy with no
consequences, including one incident in which a Battalion Chief disseminated confidential
information regarding the mental health condition of a firefighter’s late wife.

In January 2024, I hired a new attorney who sent a letter on my behalf on February 19 putting the
city on notice that I was raising a new set of legal claims and planned to file a second discrimination and
retaliation suit. Within two weeks, I was suddenly informed that SFD has ordered me to take a physical
exam by the third week in March. Normally, notices of physicals occur two to three months in advance.

I believe that my federal rights have been violated under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
in that I have been subjected to a retaliatory hostile environment after I told internal affairs investigators
of a discriminatory quota practice for promotions; and eventually demoted in retaliation for my
reporting of discrimination. I also believe that my rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act
were violated, in that my demotion was also based on SFD’s belief that I am a person with a mental
health impairment.
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